Customer:
Trailer Manufacturer

Application:
Side Dump Trailer Tub

SCENARIO:

A manufacturer of dump trailers, and a
long-time Steel Warehouse customer, was
using AR400 discrete plate to build its
side dump tub trailers in a variety of sizes.
Although this abrasion resistant plate was
well-suited for the trailer applications,

it created scrap waste on many of the
models where the long plate size had to be
trimmed to shorter lengths.

When Valast®450 became available, Steel Warehouse made the customer aware that this abrasion
resistant steel stock was available in coil, which meant they would have the flexibility to cut the
product into required plate lengths for the build schedule. In 2020, they engaged Steel Warehouse on
an initial order of Valast 450 for trial production runs.

The trial results were excellent. The customer reported that “... the Valast 450 surface, shape, and
dimensional control is excellent and the plate performs well in our press brake. Additionally, it receives
paint very well and provides a superior glossy finish over the previously used discrete plate product.”
Steel Warehouse now cuts various lengths to meet the customer’s production demand for specific
trailer models and sizes, helping the company achieve a 12% reduction in scrap, as well as speeding up
the production process.

“Since Steel Warehouse provides us the exact lengths we need, we no longer have to spend time
trimming plates to size on our burning tables,” commented the customer. “Eliminating this step from
the production process saves us both time and money.”

The positive experience influenced the company to completely switch to Valast 450 for all its side
dump trailer tub needs. They also use Tata Steel's Ympress TOOXF high strength steel, cut to length
and distributed by Steel Warehouse, for the structural support beam flanges.
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If you make any
of these truck

bodies... then
you need to
know about this.
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